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SPRING 2022

Them Summer Days
Jim Burke, President

As I sat down to write this clip I noticed a couple of 
anglers in a boat near the mouth of the Sturgeon River. 
My curiosity aroused, I put the telescope on them. 
After all, this is more interesting than writing for our 
newsletter. I didn’t recognize the boat or the fishermen, 
but the younger of the two had a rod doubled over. 
Looked like a snag. Nope, it’s moving. Taking out 
drag. Reeling back in, taking more drag. No doubt it’s 
a Sturgeon; been there before. This is going to be fun. 
In the half hour or so of back and forth the net went in 
the water three times, ultimately boating a fine five foot 
specimen. A quick snapshot, a high five, and within a 
minute it was swimming away; probably headed up the 
river of its namesake to propagate the species. I wrote 
down the MC numbers just in case they did the wrong 
thing. Good for them – That was fun – Glad to share it 
with you. There’s also a subtle message here: No matter 
where you are on the Lake, if you think you’re alone, 
think again. Everybody has a telescope.

“End of the Spring and here she comes back…them 
summer days” Sly and the Family Stone. By the time 
you read this, summertime in Northern Michigan will 
be in full swing. Like many summers up north, it’ll be 
busy. Unlike some summers, it’ll be real busy.

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council will be conducting 
a shoreline survey on the entire Lake in June. Every 
shoreline property will be assessed and the results 
shared confidentially with each owner.

July 9 is our annual membership meeting – it’ll be at 
Cooperation Park. Caroline Keson from TOMWC will 
be our special guest. She’ll talk about the shoreline 
survey and why it’s important. She’ll also present 
our water quality survey strategy for Burt Lake to 
better understand our fishery. We’re developing this 
in cooperation with TOMWC and MDNR. To my 
knowledge, it’ll be the first of its’ kind. Stay tuned.

July 11 will begin a comprehensive three-week long 
Sturgeon study of Burt Lake; this will be done in 
cooperation with MDNR and LTBB. This is key to 
developing an Inland Waterway Sturgeon Management 
Plan. We’ll talk about that at our annual meeting too.

So again, we’re in for a busy Summer. If you want to 
help out, let us know.

“Them Summer Days…”

See you on the water!

Visit www.blpa.org or facebook.com/burtlakepreservation association.
BLPA OFFICERS President: Vice President: 
 JIM BURKE CHARLIE GANO
 Treasurer: Secretary:  
 MIKE CHERVENY GINA BURKE

NEWSLETTER EDITOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
JOHN ROBERTS CINDY FISHER 
231-529-6332 231-238-2177 
darbyburt@icloud.com cindyfisherblpa@yahoo.com

Tom Prout
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BLPA Annual meeting July 9, 2022
Gina Burke , Secretary

Burt Lake Preservation Association is pleased to 
announce that the annual meeting will be on July 9, 
2022. The board determined that the meeting will be 
held at Cooperation Park in Indian River. This venue 
provides more room for everyone to move around 
easily. 

We will begin with brunch served and then go into 
the annual meeting presentation; included will be an 
update of the current state of BLPA, projects that we 
are involved with and a brief financial report. There 
have been various concerns raised by our membership 
about what seems to be a non-productive fishing 
experience on Burt Lake.  BLPA is spearheading some 
research with various groups to look into this, including 
measuring zooplankton and dissolved oxygen. This will 
be the focus of the presentation for this year’s meeting.        

There will be booths and displays from various 
committees and members of other organizations present. 
Of course, we will have our booth with merchandise 
available for sale supporting BLPA.    

Shown below is how we have the annual meeting 
scheduled:

• 9:00 A.M. – start check in of members and guests. 

• 9:30 A.M. – brunch served.  

• 10:00 A.M. – President, Jim Burke will begin the 
BLPA business part of the meeting and Mike 
Cherveny will present a financial update.

• 10:30 A.M. – Jim Burke will introduce the speaker. 

Remember to mark your calendars with the date and 
time or if you use our calendar, you will find that the 
date is already shown for you. 

The meeting is open to all BLPA members. Please bring 
your family and guests that might be visiting with you! 
Plan to arrive early at Cooperation Park so that you can 
check in, have conversation with our exhibitors and 
Board members, and just browse around.  

We hope you will enjoy the brunch, compliments of 
BLPA. Cooperation Park is located in Indian River, 
on South Straits Highway (US27), one mile south of 
M-68.

Northern Inland Lakes Citizens 
Fishery Advisory Committee
Dave Steenstra
Every six months, leaders from all the northern inland 
lakes get together with DNR officers and discuss 
important issues concerning our lakes.  The Northern 
Inland Lakes Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee – 
NILCFAC for short – consists of representatives from 
Burt, Black, Mullett, Crooked, Pickerel, Long, and 
Grand Lakes, along with DNR biologists, conservation 
officers, tribal representatives, Sturgeons For Tomorrow, 
Tip of the Mitt, MSU and U of M biologists and other 
stakeholders.  Burt Lake Preservation Association was 
well represented by Jim Burke, Mike Supernault, and 
Dave Steenstra.  

This past April, over 40 people met at Tuscarora 
Township Hall to discuss a variety of issues:

• Update on the newly implemented cormorant 
management program in Michigan

• Bass fishing tournaments, regulations, and concerns

• Concerns of poor survival of young Walleye in Burt 
Lake

• Progress toward the Black / Cheboygan River and 
Mullett Lake Watershed Plan.

• Burt Lake DNR and Tribal Sturgeon netting survey 
planned for July

• Update for northern pike regulation changes for 
Crooked, Pickerel, and Black Lakes

• Roundtable discussion of additional topics.

This is an excellent forum for BLPA to collaborate 
with all stakeholders in our lake, and to promote causes 
and issues pertinent to Burt Lake.  A special thanks to 
Frank Krist and Tim Cwalinski for organizing these 
meetings and keeping everyone involved and on focus  
If you have other important issues you would like us to 
address, please let us know.  We will be happy to voice 
your concerns.
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“Endless and proper work”: Long 
term data collection at UMBS
Jenny Kalejs, UofM BioStation
Nearly 50 years of precipitation chemistry monitoring 
typifies UMBS’s commitment to understanding 
environmental change over time. Every Tuesday 
morning at 9am, you can 
find UMBS Resident 
Biologist Adam Schubel 
in the same place. And 
it’s not the administrative 
office for coffee break. 
Rain or shine, Schubel 
makes the familiar trek 
from his office, past 
the student cabins, and 
down the forested two-
track near the “BioTron” 
underground soil science 
facility, until a break in the 
canopy marks the entrance 
to the “UV Field” – a popular site for atmospheric 
monitoring projects. The work at hand is no exception.

Renowned poet-naturalist Mary Oliver once wrote: 
“To pay attention: this is our endless and proper work.” 
UMBS Resident Biologist Adam Schubel embodies 
this spirit through weekly precipitation chemistry 
monitoring. 

Schubel’s weekly pilgrimage is in service of the 
National Atmospheric Deposition Program (NADP) 
National Trends Network, organized in 1977 by the 
U.S. State Agriculture Experiment Stations (SAES) 
to measure acids and nutrients in precipitation and 
their effects on the environment over time. NADP 
monitoring provides critical data that answer questions 
about the causes and consequences of acid rain – a 
phenomenon known to harm forests, soil, water, and 
their living inhabitants, as well as human health and the 
integrity of stone and metal structures. 

Since 1979, UMBS has been counted among NADP’s 
260 site network. The longevity of the project allows 
researchers to better understand how human actions 
and natural events impact precipitation chemistry, and 
the sheer number and vast geographic distribution of 
sites help draw out local versus global trends.

According to Schubel, participation in NADP 
monitoring is a sterling example of UMBS’s broader 
commitment to careful collection of useful long term 
data – and how these data can help disparate sectors 
work together for the good of the world.

“For me, the NADP demonstrates how scientists 
working in concert with policy makers, regulators, and 
the private sector can diagnose and address issues of 
ecological health,” says Schubel. “This is an example of 
how scientific monitoring, sound policy, and regulatory 
enforcement can solve environmental problems and 
create jobs.”

He elaborates. “UMBS pays me to work on this 
program a few hours a week, and in the interest of 
public and environmental health, 259 other operators 
across the country are out there doing the same work. 
The program supports two fully staffed analytical labs 
in Wisconsin. The program is a driver and benefactor 
of scientific research and technological innovation. 
Among other private companies, NADP utilizes the 
services of the United Parcel Service. UPS powers their 
trucks with General Motors engines. The EPA regulates 
the sulfur content of the gas that fuels those engines. 

NADP provides a good example of how we can align 
systems to benefit people and the planet.” 

 History supports Schubel’s notion. NADP data proved 
critical in informing Congress’s 1990 decision to amend 
the Clean Air Act after long term trends identified sulfur 
dioxide - a byproduct of fossil fuel combustion - as a key 
element of overly acidic rain. A 2010 Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) report suggested that the 
amendment was a huge success: emissions were down 
by fifty percent, damaged ecosystems were bouncing 
back, and heart attacks and respiratory conditions 
attributed to poor air quality were down by tens of 
thousands of cases per year. 

 Sulfate concentration in precipitation at UMBS 1979-
2020. (Source: National Atmospheric Deposition 
Program)

Continued on  next page
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Results like these underscore UMBS’s commitment to 
long term monitoring – as part of networks like NADP, 
and through the independent and collaborative work 
of our students and research community. In tandem, 
these projects help us better understand how humans, 
climate, and other factors interact to determine the 
composition and health of both northern Michigan, and 
the world. 

In this spirit, you can expect Schubel’s endless and 
proper work to continue at the UV Field each Tuesday 
morning. If you see him, bring him a cup of coffee. 

Sturgeon Club Report 
David Steenstra
By the time you get this edition of our newsletter, the 
Spring migration spawning run will likely be over.  
However, as a reminder, if you do see a Sturgeon please 
let us know.  We keep track.  We believe the population 
of Sturgeon in Burt Lake is getting healthier and 
growing.  We intend to measure the population more 
precisely this summer.

As an advanced heads up, we will be doing three weeks 
of surveys in Burt Lake starting the week after July 
4.  It is likely the netting will happen Monday through 
Thursday – as mentioned for three weeks.  These nets 
are attended by tribal DNR and Michigan DNR.  They 
should pose no danger to you or to the Sturgeon.  Just 
try to stay clear of the buoys with flags on them.  These 
buoys mark the end points of the gill nets.  The nets 
themselves are down on the bottom.

We will share the data with you once it is compiled. 

Blue line does not print.
PLEASE REMOVE.
For �nished size only.

Burt Lake Trail Phase III
Gene Hodulik, Trail Committee Chairman

October 13, 2021, Phase III of the Burt Lake 
Trail was completed.

This “filled the gap” to provide 11.4 miles 
of continuous non-motorized trail for walkers, 
bikers, and joggers to enjoy. 

This section is 1.5 miles of beautiful winding 
trail  through the UM Biological Station forest, 
from the Riggsville Road/East Burt Lake 
Road intersection (where Phase II ends), to the 
intersection of Birchwood and East Burt Lake 
Road.   The majority of this section was created 
by easements from the UM Biological Station 
and a few private property owners.  Two grants 
were received to pay for the construction of 
Phase III from MDOT/TAP ($355,000), and  
Recreational Trails Grant ($152,000).   Donations 
were received from BLPA ($10,000), MEDC 
($30,000), DALMAC ($5,000), and many 
individuals which paid the engineering costs.

The committee is grateful for the support of Karie 
Slavik, UM Assistant Director at the Biological 
Station, for all her work with UM Real Estate 
division to obtain the easements for the 3.3 miles 
of trail of Phase II and III.  Following the plan 
developed back in September 2008, there are still 
two sections remaining to  “complete the loop”.  
They are Topinabee Mail Route going east to the 
North Central State Trail at Topinabee and Brutus 
Road west to the Northwest State Trail at Brutus.  
In addition, each year identified segments of 
Phase I have been “blacktopped” and this will 
continue this year.

We have been fortunate to receive great support 
from organizations, individuals, the Cheboygan 
County Road Commission, as well as large grants 
from MDOT(3), Trust Fund (2), and Recreational 
Trails(1)  to complete these five phases of the 
Burt Lake Trail.  
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Life on a lake is truly breathtaking—between sunsets 
and sunrises, the first fish of the season, and the 
days when the water feels like bath water, there is 
certainly a lot to enjoy. And how do we access all of 
that wonderful water? From the shoreline, of course! 
While the shoreline seems like a simple line between 
our land and water pursuits, it’s so much more than 
that. Shorelines are important transitional areas that 
can help or harm water quality. Natural shorelines, 
with wetlands, trees, and gradual slopes, prevent lake 
erosion and water quality pollution. Altered shorelines, 
with big boulders, seawalls, or added beach sand can 
make erosion and ice shove worse as well as allow 
pesky pollutants into the lake. 

Periodic assessments of shorelines on a lake-wide 
level can help us understand water quality changes in 
lakes. Burt Lake was last assessed in 2009 by Tip of 
the Mitt Watershed Council. At that time, nearly half of 
shoreline properties had markers of nutrient pollution 
and shoreline alterations, such as seawalls, removal of 
natural vegetation, or additions of beach sand. Over 

Shorelines at the Forefront of 
Water Quality Protection
 Caroline Keson,Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council

one-third of shoreline properties had a poor greenbelt, 
a strip of native vegetation that growing along the 
shoreline stabilizes the soil and filters pollution before 
it reaches the water. Nutrient pollution was marked by 
a type of green filamentous algae called Cladophora, 
while greenbelts are graded by the width and depth of 
native plants at the shoreline.

Since the last assessment was done thirteen years 
ago, it is a good time for another look at Burt Lake’s 
shoreline. The Watershed Council received funds from 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s 
(EGLE) Nonpoint Source Pollution Implementation 
Program for another shoreline survey, which is planned 
for summer 2022. The project is a priority from the Burt 
Lake Watershed Management Plan and tackles critical 
areas for maintaining high water quality. Individual 
parcels will be rated using a scoring system created and 
approved by EGLE to determine changes over time and 
set priorities for restoration. Individual property owners 
can expect their own results and access to a full report in 
2023. A full report will entail statistics and comparisons 
on a lake-wide level. All individual property scores 
will be kept confidential. Individuals may use their 
scores to examine their own best management practices 
and seek information through the Watershed Council 
and Michigan Shoreland Stewards program (www.
mishorelandstewards.org).

Continued on  next page
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Now if you are thinking, “I know my shoreline probably 
doesn’t rate very highly. Is there something I can do 
to improve it?”, the answer is yes! As another part 
of this EGLE-funded project, the Watershed Council 
will be partnering with landowners on Burt Lake 
and other lakes in the watershed to create greenbelts, 
raingardens, bioswales or other infiltration practices 
through a cost-share program. The Watershed Council 
will work with landowners to develop attractive and 
functional planting designs using native plants. The 
landowner will then hand off the plans to a landscape 
contractor for installation or they can do the planting 
themselves. The Watershed Council has a limited 
amount of funding for this work, so we will be 

prioritizing applicants with poor greenbelts or no 
greenbelts (as determined by previous surveys and/or 
by their Michigan Shoreland Stewards survey results 
– see the web address above to register and take the 
survey). Site appropriateness will be determined by 
staff, and the landowner must be willing to pay 50% 
of the cost. Look for more details about how to apply 
for the greenbelt cost-share program in the next few 
months!

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy’s Nonpoint Source Program through a 
grant under PA 166 2020.
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Ice Out 
Dave Steenstra

For years and years, Rick Johnson and his father 
Leo have kept track of ice on / ice off on Burt 
Lake. Rick has a number of “eyes” around the 
lake that provide him with input when the ice 
forms and when it leaves in front of their house. 
The chart below was compiled by one of those 
volunteer watchers, Gary Street.  

It is interesting that 2012 was the earliest the ice 
went out, then in 2014 it was the latest.
 
Thanks Gary, and thanks to all the volunteers that 
support this yearly endeavor.  A special thanks to 
Rick and his family for faithfully keeping track!
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Spring is certainly dragging her feet this year—possible 
deterred by the unusual easterly wind.  The cool 
temperatures have significantly slowed the emergence 
of spring wildflowers and we have only a very few 
hepaticas in bloom.  The trillium have not even poked 
their heads out of the soil yet.  We are still waiting for 
the avian “migration explosion” to occur, although 
hummingbirds and orioles have been seen in southern 
Michigan.  For that, we will probably have to wait until 
mid-May, when we can welcome orioles, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks and White-throated Sparrows.  The second 
wave of summer birds (warblers, vireos, flycatchers, 
and tanagers) will arrive as weather warms, and food 
becomes available.  Ah, the logic of nature!

January was seasonably cool. But only five inches of 
snow fell during the first week.  We had a smorgasbord 
of weather, but not much snow accumulation, with 
intermittent melting, and fierce winds at times. On 
January seventh, we awoke to a temperature of 
–9 degrees, and the mist rising off the Sturgeon 
looked mystical and dream-like.  The next day, the 
extreme cold had formed a sight we had never seen 
before—a beautiful “ice circle” formed by the current 
consolidating floating ice and slush.  It lasted for much 
of the day, then the current broke it up.  The next 
day, the process began again, but conditions were not 
optimal, and it only partially formed.  We certainly 
hope to see that again!!

Our Blue Jay population keeps growing—twenty at 
one count today.  They make a striking contrast to the 
white snow, but they are such bullies! They chase all 
other birds from feeders.  It is interesting how jays 
and oaks have become interdependent jays' beaks have 
strengthened to open acorns.  They also bury acorns—
as many as 3,000 per year.  Since they never return to 
dig them, they effectively “plant” new oak trees every 
year, and these oaks feed the jay descendants.  In fact, 
oaks support a greater variety of animal life than any 
other North American tree, with white pine coming in 
second.

Several times in January we were able to observe 
muskrat and/or beaver in the river below.  Animal 
life is so critical to plant life—at least one-half of 
plant species depend on animals for regeneration/
repopulation. Defaunation—loss of animal life in an 
area—harms that habitat.  

Throughout the winter, we have enjoyed watching a 
pair of Golden-crowned Kinglets as they fed on insect 
eggs and pupae in crevices in tree bark.  Occasionally, 
they snack on suet or suet blocks, for easy protein.  
(They, and Brown Creepers never eat seeds.) On a 
sunny day in January, Michael watched the kinglet pair 
flit in non-stop motion from branch to branch to suet, 
totally ignoring (and being ignored by) a Bald Eagle 
who sat motionless waiting patiently for lunch for an 
hour.   Guess the kinglets were too small—even for a 
snack!

A highlight of the month of February was early morning 
mist rising from the river, then freezing mid-air, and 
falling back as “diamond dust”.  It clung to every twig 

Up North
Michael and Peg Supernault

Jess Miller

Jess Miller Jess Miller
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along the river and glittered in the sunlight.  Beautiful. 
A few days later, an overnight snowfall silently 
recorded the passage of wild friends: mink, deer, and 
coyotes.  A friend saw a Robin on that day—likely Mr. 
Robin regretted that decision! 

In early March, an early sign of approaching spring 
appeared at a feeder—an adult male Red-wing 
Blackbird.   Males take a couple of years to develop 
typical red and yellow shoulder epaulettes—females 
and immature males resemble large (boring)sparrows.  
There are three common black birds in our area.  
Starlings, with mottled dun-and-black feathers, short 
tail, and long yellow bill.  They waddle when they 
walk, which is comical.  This invasive species was 
introduced from Europe and is a relative of the mynah.  
The Common Grackle is larger than the other two, 
with an iridescent head, and a long vee-shaped tail.  
Other members of the blackbird family are orioles, 
Bob-o-Links, and meadowlarks.

Late in April, the Goshawks were making daily flights 
up and down the Sturgeon, and into Moyers Swamp, 
where they usually nest.  Belted Kingfishers were 
investigating the neighborhood riverbank where they 
nested last year.  Their call is a distinctive “rattle”.  The 
Sharp-shinned Hawk will arrive soon, and songbirds 
will need to be on heightened alert. Sharp-shinned fly 
like fighter jets, and routinely pluck small birds from 
feeders.

We have discovered over time that birds’ call sequences 
mean different things.  Black-capped Chickadees, for 
example give a size alert when calling—more “dees” 
if it is a smaller bird of prey, fewer if it is a larger 
threat.  They also indicate proximity to the caller, and 
whether it is still or moving.

As summer slowly approaches, surely most thoughts 
are of boating, fishing, hiking and swimming.  And do 
not forget kayaking and paddleboarding! Can’t wait 
for warm summer nights, campfires with friends and 
neighbors, and meteor showers.  As we wait impatiently 
for these, we might consider some activities that will 
improve the environment and help all of nature.

Continued on  next page

Jess Miller

Jess Miller
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Tom Prout

Jess Miller

1.  Plant native—Plant diversity make the area 
appealing to a wide range of animals (including 
insects).

2.  Create a bed of native plants around the base of 
oaks, such as violets, May   Apple D u t c h m a n ’s 
Breeches or ferns.

3.  Stop the use of herbicide and pesticide. They are 
harmful to all organisms, \including humans.  We so 
often look at the insect world (Except for butterflies 

and dragonflies) with distain.  Yet they are so 
important when  it comes to our survival.  As 
the author Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson stated in her 
book Buzz Bite Sting, “Anything that affects insects 
affects us” and “taking care of insects is a form of 
life insurance for our children and  grandchildren.” 
The use of neonicotinoid pesticides on honeybees 
has been well documented. (We will address this 
topic later.) We also need to be aware of the number 
of native bees as well as other insects. Three million 
tons (TONS!!) of pesticide is used per year-farms, 
gardens, cities, towns, and lawns. Insect populations 
have decreased by as much as 75% in some 
areas, leaving insect eaters to look for a healthier 
environment or starve. 

4.  Develop or enlarge your greenbelt (again, with 
native plants) to help filter run-off.

5.  Improve your shoreline with rocks, logs or plants.

6.  It is greatly beneficial to turn nightlights off in 
spring, early summer, and fall.  Birds can see beams 
of light from seven miles, and it causes migrating 
birds to alter their courses.   Large moths use 
moonlight to find mates, and outdoor lights confuse 
them.  

7.  No free-roaming cats.  These are songbirds” most 
common predator.   

8.   Re-cycle.

Jess Miller
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9.  Walk in the woods.  There is always such joy in entering a wood, walking along a stream, river, lakeshore or 
old field.  Tune your senses in to your surroundings.  Relax, enjoy, wonder.  

10. As always, our hope is that you have an enjoyable summer.  Find a balance between activity and relaxation.  
Observe your surroundings and contemplate its importance to the environment and you.  Enjoy.

Big Dump Day

Burt Township's Big Dump Day will be on 
June 18, 2022 at the East side transfer station

9:00 am to 4:00 pm
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