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Well, Crap!
Jim Burke, President

During a recent Environment and Land Use Committee 
meeting, Mike Supernault asked the group what we 
thought is the greatest threat to Burt Lake over the next 
ten years. (Yes, we’re thinking and planning ahead. It’s 
what we do.) The initial answer was “People.” Funny. 
Not so funny – It’s true. That set the stage for some 
great discussion; we all agree that the answer to Mike’s 
question is “Aging, overused, neglected, and failing 
septic systems”.

Nearly all of us in the Burt Lake watershed have a 
septic system. Most of us know that we have a system. 
Most of us maintain it. But surprisingly, some of us 
don’t even know that they have a septic system.

A 2015 study by Michigan State University, considered 
to be “The largest watershed study of its kind to date” 
said this: “All along we have presumed that on-site 
wastewater disposal systems, such as septic tanks 
were working. But in this study, sample after sample, 
bacterial concentrations were highest where there were 
higher numbers of septic systems in the watershed 
area.”(The abridged version is found on page six). 

A key finding of a 2017 Tip of The Mitt Watershed 
Council study is that “Potentially forty percent of the 
aging septic systems in Cheboygan County have not 
been replaced, or will need replacement in the near 
future.” Well, Crap! What do we do now? Where do 
we go from here?

Obviously, that’s the bad news. The good news is 
that BLPA has formed a septic committee that’s being 
organized by Chris Kindsvatter. This committee will 
be different, though – All board members will be a part 
of it. It’s that important. BLPA educates; not legislates. 
You’ll be hearing much more about this initiative in the 
near future, and for a long time. It’s that important.

The Tip of The Mitt Watershed Council septic study can 
be found on their website under The Septic Question – 
Cheboygan County Report.  Check it out.

“They say that all good things must end one day; 
Autumn leaves must fall.” Chad and Jeremy

Enjoy the upcoming seasons!
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BLPA established this year a septic Committee to make 
BLPA members aware of the effect that old and poorly 
maintained septic tanks and field have as an impact 
on Burt  Lake water quality. Recently Higgins lake 
has put this as priority agenda to address septic fields 
degradation of that lakes pristine water quality and 
clarity.  

Septic tanks and fields have an average life expectancy 
of 30 years and replacement costs can be as high 
as $45,000. 40% of the aging septic systems in 
Cheboygan County have not been replaced or will 
need replacement in the near future. This is about 2,223 
homes  many of which could be adversely impacting 
Burt Lake water quality. The main concern of the 
committee is to inform members on how to safely use 
and maintain a septic system in the future and lessen 
the  impact on our lake water quality and how you can 
extend the life of the your field and what technology  is 
available to assist in that extension. The committee has 
already made several suggestions that will extend the 
life of your system and pocketbook .  

•   Explaining to visitors and family members that 
youhave septic field and the only thing that goes 
down the toilet is human waste, No sanitary  wipes, 
diapers or paper towels. Now this can sometime be 
embarrassing in explaining to visitors but worth it 
to your pocket book and frequency of pumping. 
Print a copy of instructions to be given to guests 
when they visit.

•   Pump your tank based on the Septic Tank Pumping 
Chart below.  

•  Reduce water volume and toilet paper that effects 
the efficiency of a tank by installing bidet toilets or 
add on a  bidet seat to your existing toilets. 

•   Eliminate the garbage disposal or use it sparingly.. 
The garbage disposal  is considered one of the most 
septic clogging problems. 

•   Reduce lint and material that clog the septic 
drainage field laterals holes. Improve septic 
operation by installing a laundry septic safe filter.

•  There are many code approved bubblers/aerators 
that can be installed in the tank that treats material 
and cleans your septic liquid before entering the 
septic drainage  fields. Sludgehammer septic 
treatment solutions of Petoskey is one of those 
systems used in Cheboygan  County---https://
sludgehammer.net/  Part of this process is the 
locating of all field pipes using the service of 
Hotshot company that does a visual inspection of 
your field to determine its capacity to distribute 
material from the septic tank. and any tree roots   
Also this company can flush out and clean all 
lateral pipe for future use thereby extending the use 
of the septic filed .  

•   Many home owners have a separate gray water 
septic system that diverts laundry, shower or sink 
water to a separate track and field or is used to 
water a hillside flower garden. 

If you’re interested in serving on the BLPA septic 
committee or wish to know more about septic systems, 
please contact Chris Kindsvatter at 517.202.9926 

Introducing the 
BLPA Septic Committee 
Chris Kindsvatter, Chairman
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The Cheboygan County Marine Patrol has had another 
busy and successful boating season this year. This year, 
as well as, years before the primary focus of the Marine 
Patrol has been on education and boating safety. The 
Marine Patrol has made hundreds of stops and contacts 
with boaters on both the Indian River and Burt Lake. 
These contacts are used to educate boaters about the 
laws on the water, and do’s and don’ts of water safety. 
Some reasons vessels may be stopped on the water 
would be for, violating slow no wake, showing expired 
registration, no observers when towing a skier, and 
reckless operation. A vast majority of these contacts 
end with the vessel operators being educated on the 
boating laws. 

The Marine Patrol has issued citations to some boaters 
this summer, for slow no wake, expired registration, 
and for a child under 6 not wearing a PFD. Many of 
the tickets issued for a child under 6 not wearing a 
PFD, not only were they not wearing a PFD, a PFD for 

that child was not even on board the vessel. Michigan 
law requires all children under 6 years of age to wear 
a USCG–approved Type I or II PFD when riding on 
the open deck of any vessel while underway. The PFD 
must have a "pillow" to support the child's head. 

Burt Lake by the Numbers:
Patrol Time: 168.25 hours 
Safety Inspections: 43
Verbal Warnings: 175
Citations: 8

Indian River by the Numbers:
Patrol Time: 564 hours
Safety Inspections: 127
Verbal Warnings: 809
Citations: 34

The Cheboygan County Sheriff’s Department would 
like to thank the Burt Lake Preservation Association 
for its continued support and partnership to protect our 
waterways for all to enjoy.  

2022 Cheboygan County 
Sheriff Marine Patrol 
Summary
Sgt. Earl Manuel, Cheboygan County 
Recreation Division

Deputy Mayer and Deputy Anton getting ready to close the river on race day.
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Good News. Thanks in part to the hard work of the 
Shoreline Representatives we have the best year as far 
as BLPA membership. Not including advertisers, we 
have 747 paid members as of 9/30/22, which is 7 more 
than the same time last year.  Thank you, Greg Stout, 
shoreline representative for Plymouth Beach! We saw 
an increase of 11 members in 2022, in this area alone. 

This summer we filled positions for shoreline 
representatives for Sturgeon River: Stacy Fallis, 
Sturgeon Bay Road: Joe Marshall and Elmhurst: Marty 
Cheney. Thank you for volunteering to fill these 
positions. We have an “open” position for Burt Lake 
Cottagers located on the Southwest side of Burt Lake 
which includes many of the homes on the lake off 
Resort Rd. I’d like to thank Jackie Coleman for her 
years of service representing this area. If you would 
like to represent “Burt Lake Cottagers” as a shoreline 
representative and/or like to know what the position 
entails please contact Patricia Craig, BLPA Membership 
Chair @ 248-978-2815. Shoreline representatives are 
an important bridge between the community they 
represent and the BLPA board.

I’d also like to highlight what Jenni Steele, shoreline 
representative, and husband Jon have done to improve 
the shoreline of their beautiful home on Mac-a Vista. 
Jenni became a shoreline representative in 2021. She 
embraced suggestions from materials given to her by 
BLPA from Tip of the Mitt and added 25 shoreline 
plants that are native to the area.  These plantings are 
recommended to help filter “run off” into the lake. 
These plants not only provide better drainage, but they 
also provide a habitat for bees and butterflies. Many 
people are leery of adding native plantings to their 
shoreline landscaping thinking it will look unkept, 
here is an example that looks very attractive and is a 
help to our environment and lake quality.  If you have 
questions, please feel free to contact Patricia Craig 
and or Tip of the Mitt in Petoskey on 426 Bay Steet 
Petoskey. I recommend the brochure “Landscaping 
for Water Quality, Garden Designs for Homeowners 
3rd edition” which has a full listing of recommended 
plants and landscaping layouts. Also, learn more at 
www.mishorelinelandstewards.org . Below are pictures 
of Jenni and Jon Steele’s landscaping shoreline project.

BLPA Membership-Grows
Patricia Craig, Membership Committee

Pat McGinnis
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Sturgeon Club
Dave Steenstra, Sturgeon Club

 One step closer to the finish line

The next phase of our Sturgeon 
sculpture has been completed. 

Three very informative educational kiosks have been 
installed telling a rich story about Lake Sturgeon 
in the Inland Waterways.  This has been one of our 
primary objectives from the onset: to provide visitors 
with an exceptional educational experience. The signs 
were another collaborative effort between Sturgeon 
For Tomorrow, Mullett Area Preservation,Society and 
Burt Lake Preservation Association. The signs were 
professionally designed by Joe Hines, who also did 
the signage for Veteran’s Pier. Next time you are in 
downtown Indian River, stroll on over and view these 
wonderful signs yourself. They look great.

What’s next?  We have applied for a permit to install 
a well for irrigation, and then the final drive to do a 
landscape project that will really thrill our visitors.  
We will of course keep you posted as our project 
moves forward.  Let’s hope that by next Spring, we 
are crossing the finish line!  Thank you for all of your 
generous contributions to this project.  

Blue line does not print.
PLEASE REMOVE.
For �nished size only.

Top O’ Michigan Marathon
Dave Steenstra, Waterways Use and Safety

Many of you have attended the Top O Michigan 
Marathon National Boat Race held each year the 
second week of August.  This year marks the 74th 
year.  There were nearly 80 entries from eight 
different states.  There are eight different classes in 
the race.  The racers travel about 80 miles from the 
Cheboygan River, across Mullett Lake, up the Indian 
River, across Burt Lake, up the Crooked River, and 
back.  And yes, the racers are going “lickity-split”.  
Fortunately, there were no casualties this year, but 
there were a few stranded racers with boat issues.

As part of our commitment to waterways safety, 
BLPA has a race patrol boat out on the water to 
assist as needed.  Jim and Gina Burke, and Dave 
and Linda Steenstra were out on patrol.  This year, 
Sheldon Vizina’s craft decided to give up near the 
Y camp.  We were right there to help.  Here is a 
shot of Jim and Gina Burke attaching a tow rope 
to Sheldon’s boat.  We towed her all the way back 
to De Voe Beach where her team was in the water 
ready to greet her.  While it was a big disappoint-
ment for Sheldon, it ended safely.  There’s always 
next year, Sheldon.
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Monitoring the water quality of Burt Lake to understand potential 
changes in fish communities
Karie Slavik, Environment and Land Use
This summer the BLPA board of directors brought 
together the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, and 
University of Michigan Biological Station to learn 
more about environmental factors influencing Burt 
Lake fish populations, particularly walleye.  

Like all Burt Lake fishes, walleye require specific range 
of environmental conditions to thrive.  Changes in 
water temperature, light penetration, dissolved oxygen, 
winter severity, chlorophyll (a measure of primary 
production), and zooplankton abundance can affect 
their recruitment and abundance. 

Temperature and dissolved oxygen are two of the many 
parameters that directly impact fish communities.  Fish 
species like walleye require cold deeper water and 
high dissolved oxygen levels to survive.  Increases in 
temperature and decreases in oxygen levels can affect 
negatively affect their population.  For a complete 
description of these processes, visit the Michigan State 
University website below and note that Burt Lake 
is an oligotrophic lake: https://www.canr.msu.edu/
michiganlakes/lake_ecology/dissolved_oxygen_and_
temperature

Since 1987 the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council has 
conducted a triennial comprehensive water quality 
program, which involves sampling the deepest point 
of Burt Lake each spring, two weeks after ice-out.  
In addition, the Watershed Council’s Volunteer Lake 
Monitoring Program, started in 1986, includes weekly 
Secchi disk readings for water column clarity and 
biweekly chlorophyll samples May through August 
each year. Water quality monitoring along with periodic 
Michigan DNR fish surveys can help us understand 

which environmental conditions may be affecting short 
and long-term changes in the Burt Lake fish population.  

Based on this information, the BPLA board decided to 
expand water quality monitoring efforts and purchased a 
multi-probe instrument that measures depth, temperature, 
and dissolved oxygen. The Watershed Council will 
work with BLPA’s volunteer lake monitor(s) to ensure 
dissolved oxygen, temperature, light penetration, and, 
ideally, chlorophyll measurements are collected year-
round at the deepest point in Burt Lake. Other locations 
may be monitored to adapt to changing conditions 
and at BLPA’s discretion. Monitoring data will be 
synthesized by the Watershed Council and used for 
Burt Lake water quality and fishery reports.

The Watershed Council has similar arrangements in 
place with Black, Twin, and Walloon Lake associations 
which own this equipment and conduct year-round 
regular sampling to monitor lake turnover and harmful 
algal blooms.

If you are interested in assisting with the year-round 
monitoring program, contact BLPA President Jim 
Burke.  
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It is always fascinating to observe the seasonal changes 
around us.  We are fortunate to live in a location with 
four distinct seasons.  As we sit in the doorway of 
autumn, the trees across the valley are giving us hints 
of the future—a bit less green, and a bit more yellow.  
The evergreens and oaks still dominate the landscape, 
but the exclamation points of maple and birch will soon 
show their beautiful colors.  As always, we will enjoy 
the fall, but anxiously await the first flakes of snow, and 
the accompanying juncos, siskins, redpolls and others.  

The crickets and katydids 
continue to serenade us 
as we glean the remaining 
tomatoes and greens from 
the garden.  Most of the 
perennials in the prairie 
area have gone to seed, 
after a good summer.

For the most part, the 
temperature has been in 
the average range this 
summer, with 13 days of 

90 degrees, which does not top summer of 1988 (18 
days).  Rainfall varied widely, however—from very dry 
(no campfires) to heavy rain.  During one thirty-hour 
period, we measured five inches of rainfall. We also 
noted the number of windy (or very windy) days to be 
much higher than in past decades.  The only extreme 
weather was the tornado which tore through Gaylord.

In late May, a group of young deer had a “play date” 
at the Sturgeon.  They drank, jumped, splashed and 
cavorted in the river.  (Do deer giggle?  I swear I heard 
them!)  Not long after that, a pair of Canada Geese 
brought their young family to the same spot, with 
remarkably similar splashing and chasing behaviors.  

By late May, the “colorful” birds were busy vocalizing 
and setting up territories.  They were joined by seven 
species of woodpeckers-one of which is a rarity here on 
the Sturgeon.  The Red-headed Woodpecker has been 
seen infrequently in the Indian River area, and only a 
few times here.  This year, however, a pair chose to 
nest in a tree cavity in our yard and would frequent the 
suet blocks.   After fledging, the young would join the 
adults.

By early June, “our” nesting eagles were busy feeding 
their growing family and would pass our windows 
several times a day on their hunt for lunch.  Later in 
the summer, young Blue Jays were using their baby 
behavior of flapping wings and “screaming” at their 
tired parents “Feed me!  Feed me!”  One day Michael 
photographed a juvenile jay behaving thusly—but with 
an adult Cardinal.  Alas for him, the jay was not fed.  

As for many of you, July was a busy month.  Lots of 
friends, both old and new.  Lots of company, expected 
and otherwise.  Lots of parties and barbecues.  Many 
“beach and boating” days.  It was such a fun time!

As we moved into mid-August, the “hummingbird 
wars” ramped up.  Each bird was attempting to 
monopolize the feeder and store energy for the trip 
south.  A hummer would “dive-bomb” the current 
occupant, chasing it away.  Sometimes the chase 
would last for many yards.  Once, Michael observed a 
hummer aggressively scaring away a chickadee.  It was 
unusual behavior—usually, the hummingbird’s attack 
is directed only toward other hummers

Up North
By Michael and Peg Supernault

Continued on Next Page

Tom Prout

Tom Prout
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Late August days are lazy and great boat days.  The 
lake is quiet, and the Indian River is calm.  We have 
favorite destinations for various times of the year—an 
August fave is the north end of Burt.  A September trip 
is on the Crooked River.  We love the Indian River in 
May, when we can look for migrating and spawning 
fish species.

While Great Blue Herons are commonly known to dine 
on frogs, fish, and bugs as Fall approaches, they won’t 
hesitate to fatten up on small mammals.

 “What will have the most negative environmental 
impact on our watershed over the next decade?”

This question raised at the September Environmental 
and Land Use Committee meeting. The follow-up, of 
course, is “What, as an organization should we do to 
address it now?”.  The chair of that committee would 
love to know what you- the members of BLPA- think 
about this issue.  

As property owners and stewards of the watershed, 
there are things we can do to improve the Burt Lake 
Watershed:

1.  Inspect and pump out your septic tank and system 
every 3-5 years.

2.  Plant native grasses, flowers and trees.

3.  Build a rain garden.

4.  Shrink your lawn.

5.  Avoid herbicides, pesticides, and chemical 
fertilizers.

6.  If on the lake or river, have an adequate green belt

7.  Whenever possible, let trees stand—even dead 
trees.

8.  Read Nature’s Best Hope, by Douglas W. Tallamy.

Some interesting facts we came across from assorted 
readings:

•  In the U.S., lawn irrigation consumes, on average, 
more than 8 billion gallons of water daily

•  40% of chemicals used by lawncare services are 
banned in many countries.

•  Homeowners use roughly the same amount of 
fertilizer as agriculture, per acre.

•  40% to 60% of fertilizers applied to land end up in 
surface or ground water.

•  Goldenrod pollen does not make you sneeze.  It 
is large and is not air-borne.  Over one hundred 
species of bees, caterpillars and winter birds use 
some part of goldenrod.  It is also drought-
tolerant—one seldom sees a wilted goldenrod.

•  800 species of caterpillars-a favorite food of birds  
feeding young-have been found in or on oak trees.

•  Asters offer late-season nectar to bees and 
butterflies.

•  Insects are critical to our existence and enjoyment.

•  Most land plants team with mycorrhizal fungi to  
survive.  Fungi is critical to a forest’s health. 

Thus ends your science lesson for today.

We hope, as always, that you have an enjoyable fall and 
early winter.  Also, that you think about the wonderful 
place you live or visit in the Burt Lake Watershed.

Take care—be healthy and happy.  Enjoy all the 
natural world has to offer, wherever you are.  We, as an 
organization will continue fish surveys, water tests, and 
shoreline studies, as we work to keep the watershed as 
healthy and pristine as possible.

Tom Prout
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Shoreline Living
Is Your Shoreline "Lake Friendly?"

A golf course quality manicured lawn doesn’t 
qualify because it doesn’t stifle enough 
nutrient drainage into the lake. Check out 
some easy landscaping ideas that can enhance 
your property’s contribution to the health of 
the lake and much, much more:

http://midwestglaciallakes.org/
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Mike Cherveny, Planning Commission

The Tuscarora Township is developing a ten year master plan and has developed s survey to 

assess residents’ and visitors’ interests, needs and priorities. You can access and complete the 

survey on-line:

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TuscaroraTwp

Tuscarora Master Plan Survey
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Alexandrowski, Stacy- Indian River,

Beyer, Randy -Saginaw

Blackhurst, Tim & Phyll - Indian River

Brady, Michael & Lisa - Charlotte

Briguglio, Peter & Brenda -Indian River

Brown, Bill & Jayne -Owosso

Clare, Evie , Louisville, KY

Darcangelo, Wanda - Dearborn

Dunkle, Nancy -Archbold, OH

Fallis, Stacey - Ypsilanti

Fase II,  Steven J. - Grand Blanc

Figura, Michael & Carol – Indian River

Frenzel, Charles - Ann Arbor

Friedman, Kathy & David - Prospect, KY

Giller, Pat & Kate - Columbus, OH

Gillespie, Clayton & Camille Inchauste - Indianapolis, IN

Gilson, Mr & Mrs James R. - Traverse City

Gravedoni, Susan & Gerald - Brutus

Hanna, Patty - Pittsburgh, PA

Harkness, Jerry and Mary Talarico - Haslett

Hemmings, David & Val - Grand Rapids

Janness, Brandon & Colleen - Plymouth

Jeannotte, Edward & Sandra - Cheboygan

Landrie, John and Denise - Gaylord

Lennie, Rodney - Harbor Springs

Welcome New Members 2022
Thanks for joining the team dedicated to preserving and protecting Burt Lake

Maerz, Gary & Julie - Centennial, CO

Mallon, Peter & Bonnie - Wyckoff, NJ

Maloy, James & Maxine - Apopka, FL

Mercer, Andrew - Jackson, 

Natoci, John & Sharon - Commerce Twp., 

Ostrander, Robert & Mari - Petoskey, 

Pampalona, Vito & Angel - Oakland Twp.

Peters,  Steven and Brenda - South Lyon,

Peters, Mark and Kathryn Oertel - Winter Haven, FL

Peterson, Eric - Cheboygan

Pilibosian, Jeanne & Keith - Cheboygan

Ponski, Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. - New Bern, NC

Rivard, Daniel & Ruby - Indian River

Scherman, Stacie - Midland

Sherman, Mary - Lambertville

Simon, Rob and Lisa - Grosse Pointe Shores

Smith, Patricia C - Temple, TX

Socolovitch, Charles & Christina - Cheboygan

Somers, Gregory & Melissa - Petoskey

Stovak, James & Kathy - Mt. Pleasant

Walsh, Kim & Kevin - Burt Lake

Walsh, Marshall & Caroline Rodgers - Plymouth

Weiss, Frederick & Evelyn - Levering

Wozniak, Christopher and Kandy - Novi, MI
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Visit www.blpa.org or facebook.com/burt lake preservation association.
Jess Miller


